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Dear ARP friends, 
This week brings issue #5 of ARP’s weekly newsletter, which highlights key developments in 
acquisition, policy, government innovation, and research—as well as the latest news about ARP 
events and research. This week, we begin highlighting panels from our 17th Annual Acquisition 
Symposium.  As always, let us know if you are doing work we can highlight in future issues.   
 
May 1, 2020 
 
LINK!! 
ARP Symposium Updates 
 
Beginning in this issue, each week will highlight one of the panels from the 17th Annual 
Acquisition Research Symposium, which was suspended due to concerns about public health 
and internet security. And since part of the joy of the symposium is coming to lovely Monterey, 
California, we will also give you a virtual tour of the peninsula.  
This week: How can the defense acquisition workforce be better recruited, trained, and 
retained? And a virtual stroll along Fisherman’s Wharf. 
 
Panel #05: Characterizing the Acquisition Workforce 
 
Retention Analysis Modeling for the Acquisition Workforce 
Authors: Tom Ahn (Naval Postgraduate School), Amilcar Menichini (Naval Postgraduate School) 
• Micro abstract:  We analyze the long-run career trajectory of a subset of the civilian 
acquisition workforce (AWF) to find that 1) the AWF does well in retaining diversity, 2) 
one of the strongest predictors of career longevity is prior military service, and 3) 
workers with more education have longer careers. Read more.     
Examining Turnover Behavior, Gender, and STEM Participation in the Federal Civil 
Service 
Authors: Spencer Brien (Naval Postgraduate School), Sam Buttrey (Naval Postgraduate School), Lyn 
Whittaker (Naval Postgraduate School), Kurt Klingensmith (US ARMY - TRAC Monterey) 
• Micro abstract: Refocusing managerial strategies toward recruitment and 
advertisement of job openings may be more effective at achieving higher gender 
diversity in STEM than new retention initiatives. Read more.  
An Innovative Approach to Assessing DoD Contracting Workforce Competency 
Authors: Rene Rendon (Naval Postgraduate School), Brett Schwartz (Graduate School of Defense 
Management) 
• Micro abstract: The purpose of this research is to develop a new competency 
assessment instrument based on the National Contract Management Association’s 
(NCMA) Contract Management Body of Knowledge and American National Standards 
Institute–accredited Contract Management Standard to be used in assessing the DoD’s 
contracting workforce competency. Read more.  
 
 
ARP is on social media  
ARP’s new social media accounts post the day’s top news story, updates about ARP 
research, and information about the upcoming symposium. 
Follow us; tag us with your news: twitter @arp_nps  LinkedIn: @acquisition_research_program 
 
This Week’s Top Story  
 
Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification: An Idea Whose Time Has Not Come And 
Never May 
Frank Kendall, Forbes 
 
Improving the cybersecurity posture of the defense industrial base is a worthy objective. 
Cybersecurity Maturity Model Certification, or CMMC, represents a new approach to improving 
industry resilience to cyber-attack and protecting sensitive but unclassified information. CMMC 
is a deeply flawed way to achieve this objective. I have no doubt that the proponents of CMMC 
have noble intentions, but they do not seem to have thought this construct through. The 
Defense Department should at least delay CMMC implementation, and probably cancel it 
altogether. 
CMMC seems to be a response to some genuine issues with the cybersecurity compliance 
method that has been used for the last several years – contractually required implementation of 
National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) cybersecurity standards. In full 
disclosure, I initiated that contractual approach as Under Secretary of Defense, and I adjusted it 
as the Department learned from its early experience. More adjustments are needed: 
Compliance auditing and incentives should be strengthened, self-certification by industry isn’t 
reliable enough, standards need to be better defined and more consistently applied, and 
standards should be tailorable based on the type of information the firm possesses and the 
damage theft or destruction of that information would entail. These are all problems that can be 
addressed directly and fixed. 
Read more.  
 
Acquisition and Innovation 
 
Navy contract spending jumps 30% in April amid coronavirus pandemic 
Jared Serbu, Federal News Network  
GSA Develops Human-Centered Design Buying Guide for Agencies 
Frank Konkel, NextGov 
Flying cars will bring new tech, new acquisition models to the Air Force 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
Do Soldiers Dream Of Electric Trucks? 
Sydney J. Freedberg Jr., Breaking Defense  
Navy strengthens defense industrial base with new small business funding opportunity 
Office of Naval Research  
The US government is helping get cash to private space companies, replacing frozen 
venture capital 
Michael Sheetz, CNBC 
GSA’s new governmentwide contract standardizes use of gig economy for agencies 
Jason Miller, Federal News Network 
How one RFP is prompting backlash against the new cybersecurity board for defense 
contractors 
Jackson Barnett, FedScoop 
In First, DoD Awards Massive $7.2 Billion Contract to Single Company for PCS Moves 
Hope Hodge Seck and Amy Bushatz, Military.com 
 
 
Research and Higher Education  
 
In Reforming the DOD, Congress has no Portion Control 
Kelly Ann McCarty, Medium  
Leveraging Commercial Games in Military Education (Event) 
Georgetown University Wargaming Society 
Senators urge against shuttering of Pentagon’s cyber college 
Billy Mitchell, FedScoop  
 
Defense and Federal Government 
 
VA's $16 billion electronic health records modernization plan is failing, IG says 
Richard Sisk, Military.com 
NGA Knows Its Challenges, Now It Needs the Tech to Address Them 
Aaron Boyd, NextGov 
Pentagon Wary Of Adversaries Buying Defense Firms Amid Economic Crisis 
Paul McLeary, Breaking Defense 
Boeing Defense to Surpass Commercial Side For First Time In More Than a Decade 
Marcus Weisgerber, Defense One  
The Pentagon will have to live with limits on F-35’s supersonic flights 
David B. Larter , Valerie Insinna , and Aaron Mehta; Defense News 
 
COVID-19 and Contracting 
 
COVID cash crunch still hurting small defense firms 
Joe Gould, Defense News 
Pentagon announces Defense Production Act to boost coronavirus testing swab 
production 
Kaitlan Collins, Ryan Browne and Paul LeBlanc, CNN 
An update on the current contracting landscape 
Tom Temin and Dan Snyder, Federal News Network 
DoD must brace for long-term supply chain problems; big mergers likely 
Theresa Hitchens, Breaking Defense  
U.S. Navy pays contractors $600 million held back to ensure performance 
Mike Stone, Reuters 
Navy Acquisition Boosts Ship Contract Awards Under COVID-19 
Paul McLeary, Breaking Defense  
Will the small launch market survive COVID-19? The Pentagon has concerns 
Nathan Strout and Valerie Insinna, C4ISR 
 
Policy and Regulatory Updates  
Achieving Condition Based Maintenance 
Commandant of the Marine Corps  
Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Federal Register Publications Requesting 
Comments:  
• FAR Case 2017-011, Section 508–Based Standards in Information and Communication 
Technology 
• FAR Case 2018-020, Construction Contract Administration 
• FAR Case 2019-003, Consolidation and Substantial Bundling 
 
Congress  
House reverses plan, will not return to Washington next week 
Cristina Marcos, The Hill 
Top Democrats call on Pentagon to review border wall contract 
J. Edward Moreno, The Hill  
 
House Armed Services leaders pledge to pass defense bill 'this year' 
Rebecca Kheel, The Hill  
 
HASC’s Langevin Pushes White House Cyber Coordinator, ‘E-Congress’ 
Sydney J. Fredberg Jr., Breaking Defense 
Key lawmaker says DoD shouldn’t get funding boost in next coronavirus stimulus 
package 
Joe Gould and Leo Shane III, Defense News   
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